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To: Energy Ministers of EU Member States 
 
 
Re: Call to immediately end Europe’s dependence on unreliable fossil gas and coal, 
protect its most vulnerable at Extraordinary Energy Council on 26 October 2021. 
 

 
26 October 2021 

Dear Ministers, 

The energy crisis is placing millions of Europeans at risk of a cold winter. As you meet to 

confront the crisis, civil society groups from across the EU are calling for immediate, progressive 

support for the most vulnerable. We are also calling for an immediate end to policies that led to 

this crisis: the reliance on fossil fuels – fossil gas and coal – that are unstable for Europeans 

and inflaming the climate emergency. 

There is no doubt that the energy crisis is being caused by Europe’s reliance on fossil fuels. 

Prices for gas have increased by an astonishing 1000 percent over the past year. Coal prices 

have also risen 500 percent. Over a third of the EU’s energy comes from gas and coal. 

According to the International Energy Agency it is these fossil fuel price spikes – not the cost of 

carbon, nor the use of renewable energy – that are principally responsible for the EU’s high 

energy costs.  

The impact is real, and it is being felt now by people from Poland to France, from Italy to 

Romania. Even before the crisis, upwards of one in four EU households were living in energy 

precarity. This winter, these citizens – and many more – could become even more vulnerable.  

There is a short-term solution. European consumers who are most at risk should be immediately 

protected from spiking energy costs. Progressive financial help – income support, tax relief, 

price caps – should be provided to those facing energy precarity. Support for consumers should 

also be prioritized over support for fossil fuel providers as a more efficient method of protecting 

the vulnerable without rewarding those responsible for the crisis.  

https://www.iea.org/commentaries/what-is-behind-soaring-energy-prices-and-what-happens-next
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/infographs/energy/bloc-2a.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/infographs/energy/bloc-2a.html
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/what-is-behind-soaring-energy-prices-and-what-happens-next
https://twitter.com/EmberClimate/status/1437771141578379270
https://twitter.com/EmberClimate/status/1437771141578379270
https://documents.acer.europa.eu/en/The_agency/Organisation/Documents/Energy%20Prices_Final.pdf
https://www.euronews.com/2021/09/23/why-europe-s-energy-prices-are-soaring-and-could-get-much-worse
https://www.euronews.com/2021/09/23/why-europe-s-energy-prices-are-soaring-and-could-get-much-worse
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/italys-electricity-bills-rise-298-next-quarter-regulator-2021-09-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/italys-electricity-bills-rise-298-next-quarter-regulator-2021-09-29/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/romanian-government-does-not-plan-to-cap-energy-prices/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/romanian-government-does-not-plan-to-cap-energy-prices/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/romanian-government-does-not-plan-to-cap-energy-prices/
https://righttoenergy.org/about-energy-poverty/
https://righttoenergy.org/about-energy-poverty/
https://righttoenergy.org/2021/10/13/shield-energy-poor-from-rising-energy-bills-say-ngos-and-trade-unions/
https://righttoenergy.org/2021/10/13/shield-energy-poor-from-rising-energy-bills-say-ngos-and-trade-unions/
https://righttoenergy.org/2021/10/13/shield-energy-poor-from-rising-energy-bills-say-ngos-and-trade-unions/
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There is also a medium-term solution, but one that requires immediate action: urgently end our 

reliance on fossil fuels and transition to a just and renewable energy system. If this crisis has 

taught Europe anything, it is that fossil fuels are unreliable, with prices spiking because we 

cannot control the international markets from which we import gas. What we can control are 

renewable energy sources, like cheap, quickly-built solar and wind farms located in the EU. And 

increasing energy efficiency, like improving building insulation, can decrease how much energy 

we use overall. For every 1 percent the EU improves efficiency, it can cut our gas imports by 2.6 

percent. 

Of course, abandoning support for fossil fuels and switching to renewables and efficiency has 

the added bonus of investing in the future. Gas and coal are Europe’s second and third largest 

sources of carbon emissions and the EU needs to dramatically cut their consumption if we are 

to keep global temperatures to 1.5oC.  We should stop financing yesterday’s industrial policy 

and instead invest in industries that will help us live cleaner, richer lives. 

Today you will discuss these issues in an emergency meeting in Luxembourg. At this meeting, 

we call on you to: 

● Provide progressive support to European citizens who will be hardest hit by the current 

fossil fuel crisis, ensuring that no-one is left in the cold or dark, disconnected from their 

energy sources – even if they fall behind on their bills. 

● Acknowledge that it is Europe’s reliance on fossil gas and coal that is the root cause of 

the crisis. 

● Reject – both in any EU emergency packages and in EU legislation currently under 

review – support for infrastructure supporting fossil gas, “low carbon” gases, and coal 

that will lock us into decades of additional fossil fuel dependency. 

There is a better future for Europe, one you can choose when you meet on the 26th. We are all 

watching to see if you can live up to our just and safe potential. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Maciej Wereszczyński  
Coordinator Energy & Climate 
Alliance of the Associations Polish 
Green Network  
 
Andy Gheorghiu 
Campaigner 
 
Gligor Radečić 
Gas Campaigner 
CEE Bankwatch Network 
 
Jonas Helseth 
Director 
Bellona Europa 
 
 

Johanna Kuld 
Advocacy Expert 
Estonian Green Movement 
 
Riccardo Nigro 
Campaign Coordinator Coal Combustion and 
Mines 
European Environmental Bureau 
 
Frida Kieninger 
Senior Campaigner 
Food and Water Action 
 
Forum Ambientalista 
 
 
 

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/hungry-fuel-china-looks-us-europe-eyes-relief-plans-2021-10-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/hungry-fuel-china-looks-us-europe-eyes-relief-plans-2021-10-15/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-23/building-new-renewables-cheaper-than-running-fossil-fuel-plants
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-06-23/building-new-renewables-cheaper-than-running-fossil-fuel-plants
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Renewable_energy_statistics#Share_of_renewable_energy_more_than_doubled_between_2004_and_2019
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Renewable_energy_statistics#Share_of_renewable_energy_more_than_doubled_between_2004_and_2019
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/final_report_on_study_on_costs_and_benefits_of_eeos_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/final_report_on_study_on_costs_and_benefits_of_eeos_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/final_report_on_study_on_costs_and_benefits_of_eeos_0.pdf
https://folk.universitetetioslo.no/roberan/img/GCB2020/PNG/s36_2020_Category_EU27.png
https://folk.universitetetioslo.no/roberan/img/GCB2020/PNG/s36_2020_Category_EU27.png
https://folk.universitetetioslo.no/roberan/img/GCB2020/PNG/s36_2020_Category_EU27.png
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/system/files/2019-08/long-term_analysis_in_depth_analysis_figures_20190722_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/system/files/2019-08/long-term_analysis_in_depth_analysis_figures_20190722_en.pdf
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Campagna Per il Clima Fuori  
dal Fossile 
 
Majda Ibrakovic 
Energy and Climate Change Coordinator 
Center For Environment –  
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
Šimon Batík 
Project Coordinator 
Centrum pro dopravu a energetiku  
 
Cittadini e Lavoratori Liberi  
e pensanti of Taranto  
 
Maria Kleis-Walravens 
Head of Energy Systems and State Aid 
ClientEarth 
 
Esther Bollendorff 
Senior Gas Policy Coordinator 
Climate Action Network (CAN) Europe 
 
Comitato Sole 
 
Pascoe Sabido 
Researcher and Campaigner 
Corporate Europe Observatory 
 
Sagrario Monedero 
Gas Campaigner 
Ecologistas en Acción  
 
Angelo Gagliani 
emergenzaclimatica.it 
 

 
 
 
 
Colin Roche 
Programme Coordinator Climate Justice and 
Energy 
Friends of the Earth Europe 
 
Murray Worthy 
Gas Campaign Leader 
Global Witness 
 
GreenVivi from Ravenna 
 
Movimento No TAP/Snam Brindisi 
 
No Gasdotto SNAM 
 
Josep Nualart Corpas 
Energy & Climate Researcher  
Observatori del Deute en la Globalització 
 
Perceval Pradelle 
Data Analyst 
 
Elena Gerebizza 
Energy & Infrastructure Campaigner 
ReCommon 
 
Ewa Brzezińska Finance Campaigner and 
Project Coordinator  
Rozwój TAK - Odkrywki NIE 
 
Rory Forster 
Gas Policy Coordinator 
Za Zemiata (Friends of the Earth Bulgaria) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


